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NEA FEDERAL 

FUNDING

STATE ARTS AGENCY

FUNDING

• # of NEA grants annually

• Distributes 40% of grant 

funding to Regional Arts 

Organizations and State 

Arts Agencies; 60% direct 

to arts and culture 

organizations

• Arts Midwest

• Mid-America Arts Alliance

• Mid Atlantic Arts 

Foundation

• New England Foundation 

for the Arts

• Southern Arts Federation

• WESTAF

• Presence in all 50 states 

and six jurisdictions

• Serve the public through 

grants for artists, arts 

education, organizations 

and communities

• More than 4,500 Local 

Arts Agencies across the 

country

• Support cultural 

organizations, provides 

services to artists or arts 

organizations, and/or 

presents arts 
programming to the public

LOCAL ARTS AGENCY

FUNDING

REGIONAL ARTS 

ORG FUNDING





• General operating support

• Creation of new organizations

• Academic degrees

• Facility construction, purchase, 

or renovation

• Individuals (except in Literature)

• Individual schools

• Commercial, for-profit 

enterprises

• Fiscal sponsors

• Nonprofit Organizations

• Local arts agencies

• Official units of state or local 
government

• School districts

• Colleges & universities

• Federally recognized tribal 
communities or tribes

We Do Not FundWe Fund



• Eligible entities: 501c3 nonprofit organizations (3-year history), units of government, 
federally recognized tribes

• 1:1 Match required: in-kind or cash 

Program Criteria Award Deadline

CHALLENGE 

AMERICA

Extend reach of arts to underserved 

communities; Project types include guest 

artist, public art, cultural tourism projects

$10,000 April

GRANTS FOR 

ARTS 

PROJECTS

Project creation, presentation/ exhibition, 

education, and services to the field
$10,000 - $100,000

February and 

July

OUR TOWN

Arts/culture-driven community development 

projects, creative placemaking; Requires 

partnership

$25,000 - $150,000 August

RESEARCH 

GRANTS

Research Grants in the Arts funds research 

studies on the impact of art
$20,000 - $100,000

March
NEA Research Labs funds research teams 

yielding insights about the arts
$100,000 - $150,000



• Primarily small organizations

• Projects extend the reach of the arts 

to populations that are underserved

• Grants are all $10,000

• Abbreviated application

• Robust technical assistance

• Awarded annually in April



• Creative Placemaking projects

• Requires partnership between nonprofit 501c3 
and local/tribal government (1 partner must be 
arts/culture/design organization)

• $25,000-$150,000 grants

• Awarded annually in August



• Submit to one of 15 artistic 

disciplines

- Grants include funding for 

creation, presentation/ 

exhibition, education, and 

services to the field 

• Two application deadlines:

- February and July

• Grants generally range from 

$10,000 to $100,000



• Two types of research funding pathways

• NEA Research Labs

• Funds transdisciplinary research 
teams in social and behavioral 
sciences

• Studies benefit of arts and non-arts 
sectors

• $100,000 to $150,000 1:1 cost 
matching

• Research Grants in the Arts

• Research that investigates the value 
or impact of the arts

• $20,000 to $100,000 1:1 cost 
matching

Research



• Participate in Guidelines Webinars
www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/applicant-resources 

• Get in touch with NEA Staff: 
www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/contacts 

• Browse sample project narratives
www.arts.gov/about/foia/reading-room 

http://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/applicant-resources
http://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects/contacts
https://www.arts.gov/about/foia/reading-room


Apply to be a panelist
www.arts.gov/form/volunteer-to-be-a-national-endowment-for-the-arts-panelist





NEH GRANTS
OVERVIEW

REP. CUELLAR
MARCH 21, 2024

Alison Share
Congressional@neh.gov

www.neh.gov



What are the Humanities?

• Modern and classical language

• Linguistics

• Literature

• History

• Jurisprudence

• Philosophy

• Archeology

• The history, criticism, and 
theory of the arts

• Those aspects of the social 
sciences which have humanistic 
content and employ humanistic 
methods.





All You Need To Know

• Everything is on our website, 
www.neh.gov 

• NEH programs are competitive, 
but you won’t get a grant if you 
don’t apply

• Read the Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (guidelines) on our 
website

• Talk to NEH program officers, 
contact information for each 
division is on the website



Institutional Eligibility

 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Status

 Institution of Higher Education

 International Collaborations with the 
Primary Applicant a  U.S. Institution

Individual Eligibility

 Institutionally-affiliated or 
Independent Scholars

 U.S. Citizen

“The Archaeology of Earliest Bermuda, 1610-c.1630”



WHO DOES YOUR PROJECT SERVE?

THE GENERAL PUBLIC (Museum Goers, TV Watchers, Podcast Aficionados)? 

 Public Programs

RESEARCHERS AND LIBRARY USERS?

 Preservation and Access

UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES, TEACHERS/FACULTY AND STUDENTS? 

 Education Programs

SCHOLARS AND GENERAL READERS?

 Research Programs

TECHNOLGY RESEARCHERS/TEACHERS? 

 Digital Humanities

INSTITUTIONS AND CITY/TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS?

 Challenge Programs



www.neh.gov

How Do I Find Out Specific Grant Information?



How Do I Find Out Specific Grant Information?

Under Grants, click on Divisions and Offices to bring up 
the list of offices within NEH.



How Do I Find Out Specific Grant Information?

Pick the division or office that is 
of most interest or relevance to 
your project.



How Do I Find Out Specific Grant Information?

The list of grants within the division or 
office is listed on the right side. Clicking on 
a specific grant will bring up details on how 
to apply, examples of sample narratives, 
and oftentimes prerecorded webinars from 
the program officer in charge.



Grant Information Details



Grant Information Details



Grant Information Details



Grant Information Details



Application Tips

Reach out to a Program 
Officer with a short 
description of your 
project in the early stages 
of development

Carefully read the Notice 
of Funding Opportunity, 
FAQs, Sample Narratives, 
Sample Workplans, and 
Policy Guidance

Involve stakeholders 
(fundraising staff, 
administration, outside 
consultants) in the 
planning and grant writing 
process

Reach out to other 
institutions that have 
received NEH grants

Send a draft for 
comments from program 
officers

Request panelist 
comments after awards 
are announced



• Don’t Get Discouraged
• Request Your Reviewers’ Comments
• Contact a Program Officer
• Reapply!

IF YOU GET TURNED DOWN . . . 



APPLY TO BE A PANELIST

• We’re always looking for scholars and experts in their 
field to serve as peer reviewers. 

• If you’re interested in serving on an application review 
panel, please use our panelist sign-up form: 

https://securegrants.neh.gov/signup/



STAY IN TOUCH 
ashare@neh.gov

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTERS!

@NationalEndowmentForTheHumanities



Congressman Henry Cuellar Grants Webinar

March 2024

Gary Gibbs, Ph.D.



Agency Overview



TCA mission

The mission of the Texas Commission on the 

Arts is to advance our state economically and 

culturally by investing in a creative Texas.

Main Functions:

•Invest public funds in the form of grants to 

cultural, educational, artistic and civic 

organizations.

•Promote the arts in all disciplines.



TCA goals

Goal 1.  Building the economy and creative industries

Goal 2.  Enhancing education through arts and culture

 

Goal 3.  Growing cultural tourism opportunities

Goal 4.  Advancing leadership in arts and culture 

    in the state and nation



Grants Overview



Overview of TCA grants

• TCA awards between 1,500 – 2,000 grants annually

• Applications are submitted online

• All applications undergo peer review evaluation

• All grants are approved by the Commission

• All grants fall into one of two categories:

➢ Arts Create operational grants

➢ Arts Respond project grants

• Grant awards range from $75 - $250,000

• Grants require a match - dollar for dollar



Getting Started with TCA Grants

Eligibility to Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) grant 

programs is dependent upon a number of factors.  

To begin the process, reach out to TCA staff at 

accounts@arts.texas.gov to get set up in the grants portal.  

Nonprofit 501-c-3 organizations should attach their    

IRS letter of determination



Performance Support Grants

Performance Support grants to help with the cost of 

bringing in an artist from the TCA Texas Touring Roster 

to do performances and/or activities. 

Eligibility:  All Texas-based 501-c-3 nonprofit and 

governmental entities 

Type:  Formula-based, Noncompetitive

Four quarterly deadlines: February 1st, May 1st, August 

1st, November 1st.



Texas Touring Roster – wide array of artist



Roster includes over 150 different artists



Arts Respond Priority Areas

       State of Texas Priorities

▪ Economic Development

▪ Education 

▪ Health and Human Services 

▪ Natural Resources and Agriculture 

▪ Public Safety and Criminal Justice



Arts Respond Project Grants

Project grants that use the arts to serve one of the 

following priority areas: Education, Economic 

Development, Health & Human Services, Natural 

Resources & Agriculture, Public Safety & Criminal Justice. 

Eligibility: Texas-based 501-c-3 nonprofits & governmental 

entities with an arts mission & a verified budget of $4000+ 

Type:  Competitive

Two deadlines: January 15, July 15



Arts Create Grants

Multi-year general operating support grants for established 

Texas-based arts nonprofits.  

Eligibility: Texas-based 501-c-3 nonprofits & governmental 

entities with an arts mission & two years budget of $50,000+ 

Type:  Competitive

Multi-year: New applications accepted March 1 & 15 of odd-

numbered years



Cultural District Project Grants

Project grants that use the arts to activate, enhance and/or 

market a TCA Cultural District.  These projects use the arts 

to diversify local economies, generate revenue, attract 

visitors and investment.

Eligibility: Texas-based 501-c-3 nonprofits & governmental 

entities with an arts mission & two years budget of $50,000+ 

headquartered in a TCA Cultural District  

Type:  Competitive

Annual: One deadline of June 15



More Information

For complete TCA Grant Guidelines:  

https://www.arts.texas.gov/    

Go to Grants menu > Guidelines



Managing and 

monitoring grants

• Sign a contract with TCA to perform grant activity

• Grants are paid up front - contingent on requirements

• Evaluation reports due 30 days after grant ends

• Evaluation reports undergo desk audit by TCA

• Staff conduct approx. 50 grant monitoring visits annually

• Program Staff manage approx. 3500 grants per year  

• TCA works to assure funded activities are accessible

• All grant awards are listed on TCA website



How grants are processed

• Applications reviewed by evaluators (180-200 per year)

• Commission recommends and approves evaluators

• Evaluation meetings conducted online and in person

• Commissioners encouraged to observe evaluation

• Evaluators score grant applications

• Scores determine award recommendations

• Applicant appeal process is in place

• Commission approves all grant awards



National and regional partnerships



Thank you
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